Accreditation 

AAAASF revisions simplify some 
requirements, APR:Suppl 3 

AAAFC accreditation conferences 
coming up, APR:Suppl 4 

Are you among those who don’t 
always label containers on a 
sterile field? JUL:73 

Be aware of fuel sources, ignition 
to reduce fire risk, APR:Suppl 1 

Competency assessment ranks 
high in survey — Providers not 
documenting competence prop- 
erly, JUL:Suppl 3 

Confirm medications as well as 
their labels, JUL:76 

Fire drills alone won’t meet 
AAAEC requirement in 2005, 
JAN:Suppl 1 (Also see Correction, 
FEB:23) 

How can administrators ensure 
medication safety? JUL:77 

Impostors could target hospitals 
for terrorism — Beware of any- 
one posing as JCAHO survey- 
ors, JUN:64 

Impostors show up, but flee when 
challenged, JUN:67 

Improve patient safety with 
updated H&Ps, clean handoffs, 
OCT:Suppl 1 

JCAHO 2006 National Patient 
Safety Goals, JUL:Suppl 2 

JCAHO expectations for 2006 
patient safety goals, SEP:107 

Joint Commission’s 2006 National 
Patient Safety Goals address 


communications and medication 


y Centers, and Offices for More than 25 Years 











safety, JUL:Suppl 1 

Make sure your staff are ready if 
fire breaks out, APR:Suppl 3 

Less anesthesia, careful schedul- 
ing boost efficiency — Study 
offers insights from best per- 
formers, DEC:139 

More info is best when handing 
off patients, OCT:Suppl 3 

One year to prepare for annual 
self-assessments, JAN:Suppl 2 

What do surveyors look at? Your 
peers fill you in, JAN:Suppl 3 

What to expect from a (real) Joint 
Commission surveyor, JUN:65 

Wrong-site protocol is more than 
one year old, but problems 
mount, NOV:121 

You must use vigilance when 
checking visitors’ IDs, JUN:66 

You never forget a wrong-site 
surgery, DEC:138 


Anesthesia 

Anesthesiologists: Brain monitors 
aren't standard, DEC:136 

Summary of Practice Advisory for 
Intraoperative Awareness and 
Brain Function Monitoring, 
DEC:137 

The right parent calms a child — 
Look for steady, reassuring 
manner, DEC:141 


Cost containment (Also see 
Finances and Medicare) 
How your program can save on 
educational costs, MAR:32 


Ongoing education keeps aware- 
ness of scope repairs up, costs 
down, FEB:17 

Save your program money: Shop 
at department stores — Center 
saves thousands on equipment, 
JUL:77 

Scope repair costs cut by $12,000 
in one center, FEB:16 

Start with simple steps to cut pro- 
cedure costs (knee arthroscopy 
with meniscectomy), NOV:123 


Disaster preparedness and response 
After hurricane, facilities reinstate 
staff, schedules — Hospitals 

convert to hotels and day cares 
for staff, NOV:125 

After the storm passes, what do 
you do next? OCT:112 

Guns and generators: Surgery 
programs handle Hurricane 
Katrina’s devastation, OCT:109 

Hazard Communication Program 
Manual (Excerpt), MAY:51, 52, 
53 

Hurricane provides valuable 
lessons, OCT:112 

In wake of fine for chemical spill 
at surgery center, are you pre- 
pared? MAY:49 

Outpatient surgery goes wherever 
the patients are — Katrina med- 
ical relief workers share stories, 
NOV:128 : 

Physicians’ relief efforts choked 
by bureaucracy, NOV:128 





When looking for information on a specific topic, back issues of Same-Day Surgery newsletter may be useful. If you 
haven't activated your on-line subscription yet so that you can view back issues, go to www.same-daysurgery.com. 
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Post-Katrina, surgery centers go to 
the rescue, OCT:113 

Recent Chemical Spills in 
Outpatient Surgery, MAY:54 

Three tips for better response to 
spills, MAY:53 

What to do about supplies, equip- 
ment post-disaster, NOV:127 


Documentation 
Competency assessment ranks 
high in survey — Providers not 
documenting competence prop- 


erly, JUL:Suppl 3 


Equipment/supplies (Also see 
Laparoscopy/arthroscopylendo- 
scopy/sigmoidoscopy) 
Anesthesiologists: Brain monitors 
aren't standard, DEC:136 
Baxter recalls infusion pumps, 
SEP:107 
Instrument improves bile duct 
explorations, JAN:8 
Instruments cleaned with elevator 
hydraulic fluid, AUG:92 
Journal Review: Association of 
older age and female sex with 
inadequate reach of screening 
flexible sigmoidoscopy, JAN:10 
Ongoing education keeps aware- 
ness of scope repairs up, costs 
down, FEB:17 
Purchasing of presbyopia-correct- 
ing IOL clarified, JUL:80 
Save your program money: Shop 
at department stores — Center 
saves thousands on equipment, 
JUL:77 
Scope repair costs cut by $12,000 
in one center, FEB:16 
Some reprocessed SUDs not 
equivalent, says FDA, JAN:10 
What to do about supplies, equip- 
ment post-disaster, NOV:127 


You can save money with supplies 


and equipment, APR:45 


Finances (Also see Medicare) 

ASCs lose thousands with payers’ 
‘creative’ reimbursement strate- 
gies, AUG:85 

Centene pays $9.5 million for out- 
patient surgery fees, NOV:131 

Ensure clean claims for maximum 
payment, SEP:103 

Failing SDS program? Address 
multiple causes, FEB:19 

Follow 3 suggestions to receive 


Index 


proper payments, AUG:87 

GAO report on hospital and ASC 
costs is delayed, JAN:7 

Improve collections with info and 
communication, APR:43 

Insurer says facilities won’t get 
paid when serious adverse 
events occur, JAN:1 

Know your modifiers to ensure 
clean claims, SEP:104 

New payment system to be pro- 
posed for ambulatory surgery 
centers, NOV:121 

Perform financial analysis before 
adding cases, SEP:102 

Plan carefully before adding new 
procedures, SEP:100 

Some centers resort to taking legal 
action, APR:39 

Surgery centers report financial 
benchmarks, SEP:105 

Surgery centers to payers: We are 
not going to take it any more! 
APR:37 

Wage index values deferred for 
2006, NOV:130 


Freestanding centers (Also see 
Medicare and Surgical Hospitals) 

AAASC creates new state advo- 
cacy program, JUL:81 

ASCs lose thousands with payers’ 
‘creative’ reimbursement strate- 
gies, AUG:85 

Association touts savings with 
ASCs, MAY:58 

By end of year, GAO to complete 
ASC report — FASA president 
offers Medicare update, JUL:79 

FASA releases new benchmarking 
data, AUG:95 

Largest centers report lowest 
operating cost, APR:45 

PA agrees to allow some lap pro- 
cedures, MAY:59 

Some centers resort to taking legal 
action, APR:39 

Surgery center inspections com- 
pared to taco trucks and come 
up short, SEP:97 

Surgery centers report financial 
benchmarks, SEP:105 

Surgery centers to payers: We are 
not going to take it any more! 
APR:37 


Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act (HIPAA) 
CMS releases first of 7 security 


white papers, FEB:23 

CMS releases tips for HIPAA risk 
analysis, OCT:Suppl 4 

Federal office addresses HIPAA 
privacy question, JUL:83 

Free help now available with 
HIPAA security rule, JAN:11 

HIPAA Q&A: Compliance, risk 
analysis, review of security rule 
compliance, MAR:30 

HIPAA Q&A: Deadlines, noncom- 
pliance, compliance plan, 
FEB:22 

HIPAA Q&A: Separate policy 
book, physical safeguards, PHI 
and credentialing /peer- 
reviewed activities, JUL:82 

HHS looks at changes to HIPAA 
enforcement, JUN:71 

2 free HIPAA resources available 
on the web, JUL:83 


Hospital-based programs 


After hurricane, facilities reinstate 
staff, schedules — Hospitals 
convert to hotels and day cares 
for staff, NOV:125 

Centene pays $9.5 million for out- 
patient surgery fees, NOV:131 

4 patient safety centers target 
ambulatory surgery, MAR:33 

GAO report on hospital and ASC 
costs is delayed, JAN:7 

HCA nears completion of sys- 
temwide eMAR (electronic 
medication administration), 
OCT:Suppl 1 

Hospital cuts sharps injuries in the 
OR, APR:40 

Impostors could target hospitals 
for terrorism, JUN:64 

Keystone project yields results in 
six months — Hospital achieve 
significant improvements in 
ICU care, APR:Suppl 1 

Medicare to increase hospital rates 
by 3.2%, SEP:99 

Proposed Procedure Codes to 
Remove from Inpatient List and 
Proposed APC Assignment, 
SEP:100 ; 

3.7% HOPD increase also could 
affect ASCs, DEC:136 


Infection control 


Alcohol-based skin preps receive 
NFPA approval, OCT:119 

CMS approves the use of alcohol 
hand rubs, MAY:59 
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Some reprocessed SUDs not 
equivalent, says FDA, JAN:10 


Laparoscopy/arthroscopy/ 
endoscopy/sigmoidoscopy 

After 500 outpatient lap bans, 
<1% admissions, AUG:85 

Discharge instructions, level of pain 
improve — Knee arthroscopy 
study yields benchmarks, JUN:69 

Journal Review: Association of 
older age and female sex with 
inadequate reach of screening 
flexible sigmoidoscopy, JAN:10 

Note contraindications, complica- 
tions for lap ban, AUG:90 

Ongoing education keeps aware- 
ness of scope repairs up, costs 
down, FEB:17 

PA agrees to allow some lap pro- 
cedures, MAY:59 

PA surgery centers given lap case 
restrictions, JAN:9 

Scope repair costs cut by $12,000 
in one center, FEB:16 

Staff education reduces risk of 
bariatric surgery, AUG:91 

Start with simple steps to cut pro- 
cedure costs (knee arthroscopy 
with meniscectomy), NOV:123 


Management [Also see Cost contain- 
ment, Disaster Preparedness and 
Response, Finances, Health Insurance 
Portability and Accountability Act 
(HIPAA), Patient Satisfaction/Public 
Relations, Quality improvement! 
Quality assurance/Benchmarks, 
Regulation, Salary/Career, Staffing/ 
Staff Satisfaction, and Surgeons] 
Answers to outpatient surgery 
questions (administrator must 
be a registered nurse? borrow- 
ing supplies /equipment, sur- 
geons using outside scrub 
nurses, total knee replacements 
in surgery center), AUG:94 
Answers to your questions about 
job responsibility, JAN:7 
Can your facility shine? 14 ways 
to stand out, NOV:129 
Cell phones, rude staff, other 
problems addressed (including 
computers in physician lounge 
and vacations during peak 
times), SEP:103 
Contracting tips — How to suc- 
ceed, JUN:68 


How are OR managers spending 
their time? MAR:31 

How to improve your surgeon uti- 
lization, APR:42 

How you can address clutter in 
your facility, FEB:21 

Increase cases from 250 to 350 per 
month, FEB:20 

Low-cost ideas boost your com- 
munity image, MAR:28 

Reader Question: Should staff wash 
their OR attire at home? APR:47 

Surgery center provides new her- 
nia operations, MAR:29 

Surgery managers sing the gov- 
erning body blues, MAY:55 

10 warning signs your facility may 
not make it, OCT:117 

The view from 30,000 feet is better 
than at sea level — Tips for 
using a global view to make 
decisions, DEC:142 

What doctors are saying, and why 
they are leaving — Hospitals 
have been slow to respond to 
surgeons, JUL:30 


Medicare (Also see HIPAA) 

Association touts savings with 
ASCs, MAY:58 

By end of year, GAO to complete 
ASC report — FASA president 
offers Medicare update, JUL:79 

CMS adds 25 procedures, deletes 
100 from ASC list, JAN:4 

CMS approves the use of alcohol 
hand rubs, MAY:59 

CMS makes corrections to final 
rule on ASC list, AUG:95 

Final Additions to the ASC List, 
Effective July 2005, JUN:63 

Final List of Codes Deleted from 
the ASC List, JUN:62 

Medicare to increase hospital rates 
by 3.2%, SEP:99 

Proposed Procedure Codes to 
Remove from Inpatient List and 
Proposed APC Assignment, 
SEP:100 

Purchasing of presbyopia-correct- 
ing IOL clarified, JUL:80 

Success for surgery centers! 
Deletions to ASC list reduced 
from 100 to five, JUN:61 


New Procedures and Programs (Also 

see Laparoscopy/arthroscopy/endo- 

scopy/sigmoidoscopy and Surgeons) 
After 500 outpatient lap bans, <1% 
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admissions, AUG: 85 

Journal Review: Early mortality 
among Medicare beneficiaries 
undergoing bariatric surgical 
procedures, DEC:142 

Note contraindications, complica- 
tions for lap band, AUG:90 

Perform financial analysis before 
adding cases, SEP:102 

Plan carefully before adding new 
procedures, SEP:100 

Staff education reduces risk of 
bariatric surgery, AUG:91 


Nurses 
New booklet targets nurse liability 
in the OR, JAN:11 


Patient safety (Also see Infection 
Control and Risk Management) 

66% of consumers talk to surgeons 
to reduce risk, MAR:34 

Guns and generators: Surgery 
programs handle Hurricane 
Katrina’s devastation, OCT:109 

Impostors could target hospitals 
for terrorism — Beware of any- 
one posing as JCAHO survey- 
ors, JUN:64 

Impostors show up, but flee when 
challenged, JUN:67 

Improve patient safety with 
updated H&Ps, clean handoffs, 
OCT:Suppl 1 

JCAHO 2006 National Patient 
Safety Goals, JUL:Suppl 2 

JCAHO expectations for 2006 
patient safety goals, SEP:107 

Joint Commission’s 2006 National 
Patient Safety Goals address 
communications and medica- 
tion safety, JUL:Supp] 1 

More info is best when handing 
off patients, OCT:Suppl 3 

Safety goal compliance info avail- 
able on web, JAN:10 

Small hospital makes big strides in 
safety, JUL:Suppl 1 

Surgery center inspections com- 
pared to taco trucks and come 
up short, SEP:97 

What to expect from a (real) Joint 
Commission surveyor, JUN:65 

You must use vigilance when 
checking visitors’ IDs, JUN:66 


Patient satisfaction/Public relations 


Reduce chaos to see satisfaction 
scores rise, MAY:56 


Index 





Pediatrics 

Less anesthesia, careful schedul- 
ing boost efficiency —Study 
offers insights from best per- 
formers, DEC:139 

The right parent calms a child — 
Look for steady, reassuring 
manner, DEC:141 


Plastic surgery 

After 500 outpatient lap bans, <1% 
admissions, AUG:85 

Journal Review: Early mortality 
among Medicare beneficiaries 
undergoing bariatric surgical 
procedures, DEC:142 

Lifestyle factors can be risk for 
cosmetic surgery, JAN:11 

Note contraindications, complica- 
tions for lap band, AUG:90 

Staff education reduces risk of 
bariatric surgery, AUG:91 


Quality assurance/quality improve- 
ment/benchmarks 
Cataract study documents benefits 
of preparation, APR:46 
FASA releases new benchmarking 
data, AUG:95 
Good studies take all shapes and 
sizes, OCT:116 
Minimal anesthesia, careful 
scheduling mean quick surg- 
eries — Myringotomy study 


offers insights from best per- 
formers, DEC:139 

PI studies that reflect problems 
more credible, OCT:114 


Regulation (Also see HIPAA) 

AAASC creates new state advo- 
cacy program, JUL:81 

By end of year, GAO to complete 
ASC report — FASA president 
offers Medicare update, JUL:79 

GAO report on hospital and ASC 
costs is delayed, JAN:7 

Some reprocessed SUDs not 
equivalent, says FDA, JAN:10 

Surgery center inspections com- 
pared to taco trucks and come 
up short, SEP:97 


Risk management/Medical errors 
(Also see Infection Control and 
Patient Safety) 
Are you among those who don’t 
always label containers on a 
sterile field? JUL:73 


Index 


As obesity rates rise, providers 
ask: How obese it too obese for 
outpatient? MAR:25 

Be aware of fuel sources, ignition 
to reduce fire risk, APR:Suppl 1 

Breast implant surgery is safe in 
outpatient settings, JUN:70 

CMS releases tips for HIPAA risk 
analysis, OCT:Supplement 4 

Confirm medications as well as 
their labels, JUL:76 

Follow up and track patient com- 
plications, FEB:15 

4 patient safety centers target 
ambulatory surgery, MAR:33 

Have a problem physician? Your 
program is liable, even with 
nonemployees, DEC:133 

Hazard Communication Program 
Manual (Excerpt), MAY:51, 52, 53 

HCA nears completion of sys- 
temwide eMAR (electronic 
medication administration), 
OCT:Supp! 1 

Hospital cuts sharps injuries in the 
OR, APR:40 

How can administrators ensure 
medication safety? JUL:77 

If surgery patients call back fol- 
lowing discharge, do staff know 
their limits? FEB:13 

Instruments cleaned with elevator 
hydraulic fluid, AUG:92 

Insurer says facilities won’t get 
paid when serious adverse 
events occur, JAN:1 

In wake of fine for chemical spill 
at surgery center, are you pre- 
pared? MAY:49 

Keystone project yields results in 
six months — Hospital achieve 
significant improvements in 
ICU care, APR:Supp!l 1 

Make sure your staff are ready if 
fire breaks out, APR:Suppl 3 

New booklet targets nurse liability 
in the OR, JAN:11 

Recent Chemical Spills in 
Outpatient Surgery, MAY:54 

Serious Reportable Events, JAN:3 

Teaching /learning packets engen- 
der culture change, JAN: Suppl 1 

Three tips for better response to 
spills, MAY:53 

Wrong-site protocol is more than 
one year old, but problems 

mount, NOV:121 

You never forget a wrong-site 

surgery, DEC:138 


Salary/Career 
Outpatient surgery employees 
want honest, communicative, 
and responsible leaders, 
NOV:Suppl 1 


Staff education 

How your program can save on 
educational costs, MAR:32 

In wake of fine for chemical spill 
at surgery center, are you pre- 
pared? MAY:49 

Ongoing education keeps aware- 
ness up, costs down, FEB:17 

Staff education reduces risk of 
bariatric surgery, AUG:91 


Staffing/staff satisfaction 

Cell phones, rude staff, other 
problems addressed (including 
computers in physician lounge 
and vacations during peak 
times), SEP:103 

Have a problem physician? Your 
program is liable, even with 
nonemployees, DEC:133 


Surgeons and Office-based surgery 
Have a problem physician? Your 
program is liable, even with 

nonemployees, DEC:133 

How to improve your surgeon uti- 
lization, APR:42 

NY panel to target the safety of 
office surgery, OCT:118 

Perform financial analysis before 
adding cases, SEP:102 

Plan carefully before adding new 
procedures, SEP:100 

66% of consumers talk to surgeons 
to reduce risk, MAR:34 

What doctors are saying, and why 
they are leaving — Hospitals 
have been slow to respond to 
surgeons, JUL:30 


Surgical hospitals 
MedPAC to recommend extension 
of moratorium, MAR:34 
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